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Passages For Comrehension Passage 1

1. She was the fourth daughter of Numberdar

Ramlal. When she was ten months old, she had

https://doubtnut.app.link/lkek2J5wfhb
https://doubtnut.app.link/MVcbJvrhfnb
https://doubtnut.app.link/MVcbJvrhfnb
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_wiJGm0N7X6ng


fallen o� the cot on her head and perhaps it

had damaged some part of her brain. That was

why she remained a backward child and came

to be known as Bholi, the simpleton. 

What happened when Bholi was ten months

old?

View Text Solution

2. She was the fourth daughter of Numberdar

Ramlal. When she was ten months old, she had

fallen o� the cot on her head and perhaps it

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_wiJGm0N7X6ng
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_gtOI2aM7PKdw


Passages For Comrehension Passage 2

had damaged some part of her brain. That was

why she remained a backward child and came

to be known as Bholi, the simpleton. 

Why was she called Bholi, the simpleton?

View Text Solution

1. At birth, the child was very fair and pretty.

But when she was two years old, she had an

attack of small-pox. Only the eyes were saved,

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_gtOI2aM7PKdw
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_VC1WA7U3syKH


but the entire body was permanently

dis�gured by deep black pockmarks. Little

Sulekha could not speak till she was �ve, and

when at last she learnt to speak, she

stammered. The other children often made fun

of her and mimicked her. As a result, she talked

very little. 

Why was Bholi frightened?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_VC1WA7U3syKH


2. At birth, the child was very fair and pretty.

But when she was two years old, she had an

attack of small-pox. Only the eyes were saved,

but the entire body was permanently

dis�gured by deep black pockmarks. Little

Sulekha could not speak till she was �ve, and

when at last she learnt to speak, she

stammered. The other children often made fun

of her and mimicked her. As a result, she talked

very little. 

What did she remember?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rG0K4VVI6uq9


Passages For Comrehension Passage 3

1. The next day Ramlal caught Bholi by the

hand and said, “Come with me. I will take you

to school.” Bholi was frightened. She did not

know what a school was like. She remembered

how a few days ago their old cow, Lakshmi, had

been turned out of the house and sold. 

How was little Sulekha at birth?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rG0K4VVI6uq9
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_y4g8mu5juHCD


Passages For Comrehension Passage 4

2. The next day Ramlal caught Bholi by the

hand and said, “Come with me. I will take you

to school.” Bholi was frightened. She did not

know what a school was like. She remembered

how a few days ago their old cow, Lakshmi, had

been turned out of the house and sold. 

Why did other children make fun of her?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_y4g8mu5juHCD
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_MNu1lIenYcGp
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_fFkNDkgK3tY4


1. Bishamber Nath was a well-to-do grocer. He

came with a big party of friends and relations

with him for the wedding. A brass-band

playing a popular tune from an Indian �lm

headed the procession, with the bridegroom

riding a decorated horse. Ramlal was

overjoyed to see such pomp and splendour. He

had never dreamt that his fourth daughter

would have such a grand wedding. Bholi's

elder sisters who had come for the occasion

were envious of her luck. 

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_fFkNDkgK3tY4


Who was Bishamber Nath and why did he

come with a big party of friends and relatives?

View Text Solution

2. Bishamber Nath was a well-to-do grocer. He

came with a big party of friends and relations

with him for the wedding. A brass-band

playing a popular tune from an Indian �lm

headed the procession, with the bridegroom

riding a decorated horse. Ramlal was

overjoyed to see such pomp and splendour. He

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_fFkNDkgK3tY4
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_u3YP9r96Pjgp


Passages For Comrehension Passage 5

had never dreamt that his fourth daughter

would have such a grand wedding. Bholi's

elder sisters who had come for the occasion

were envious of her luck. 

Why was Ram Lal overjoyed?

View Text Solution

1. And Sulekha said in a voice that was calm

and steady, “Don't you worry, Pitaji! In your old

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_u3YP9r96Pjgp
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_3oYeCPG1nV0V


age I will serve you and Mother and I will teach

in the same school where I learnt so much.

Isn't that right, Ma’am?” 

The teacher had all along stood in a corner,

watching the drama. “Yes, Bholi, of course,”

she replied. And in her smiling eyes was the

light of a deep satisfaction that an artist feels

when contemplating the completion of her

masterpiece. 

What did Sulekha (Bholi) assure her father?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_3oYeCPG1nV0V
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_oBNCdPNspzW1


2. And Sulekha said in a voice that was calm

and steady, “Don't you worry, Pitaji! In your old

age I will serve you and Mother and I will teach

in the same school where I learnt so much.

Isn't that right, Ma’am?” 

The teacher had all along stood in a corner,

watching the drama. “Yes, Bholi, of course,”

she replied. And in her smiling eyes was the

light of a deep satisfaction that an artist feels

when contemplating the completion of her

masterpiece. 

How did Bholi's teacher feel in the end?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_oBNCdPNspzW1


Ncert Textbook Questions Solved Read And Find

Out Page 54

View Text Solution

1. Why is Bholi's father worricd about her?

View Text Solution

2. For what unusual reasons is Bholi sent to

school?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_oBNCdPNspzW1
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_3qUKMNc9SYjL
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_I3KrqmuFP3lD


Ncert Textbook Questions Solved Read And Find

Out Page 55

1. Does Bholi enjoy her �rst day at school?

View Text Solution

2. Does she �nd her teacher di�erent from the

people at home?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_I3KrqmuFP3lD
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_KV57T2tq6J4Y
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_DhOevjGCSrtj


Ncert Textbook Questions Solved Read And Find

Out Page 58

1. Why do Bholi's parents accept Bishamber's

marriage proposal?

View Text Solution

2. Why does the marriage not take place?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_MzD5wBEQNI9w
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_n7ZYWdQkPVHc


Ncert Textbook Questions Solved Think About It

Page 62

1. Bholi had many apprehensions about going

to school. What made her feel that she was

going to a better place than her home?

View Text Solution

2. How did Bholi's teacher play an important

role in changing the course of her life?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Nfqd7m7KTSjT
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_6b4rLZcFKFSG


3. Why did Bholi at �rst agree to the unequal

match? Why did she later reject the marriage?

What does this tell about her?

View Text Solution

4. Bholi's real name is Sulekha. We are told this

right at the beginning. But only in the last but

one paragraph of the story is Bholi called

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_6b4rLZcFKFSG
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_H39UJGA4fPrG
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_bXBviA7WpWSd


Sulekha again. Why do you think she is called

Sulekha at that point in the story?

View Text Solution

5. Bholi's teacher helped her overcome social

barriers by encouraging and motivating her.

How do you think you can contribute towards

changing the social attitudes illustrated in

this society?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_bXBviA7WpWSd
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lewutDM4boV3
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zwEzUGmegqcv


6. Should girls be aware of their rights, and

assert them? Should girls and boys have the

same rights, duties and privileges? What are

some of the ways in which society treats them

di�erently? When we speak of ‘human rights',

do we di�erentiate between girls' rights and

boys' rights?

View Text Solution

7. Do you think the characters in the story

were speaking to each other in English? If not,

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zwEzUGmegqcv
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_dd7fzxJcJHEu


Additional Questions And Answers Short Answer

Type Questions

in which language were they speaking? (You

can get clues from the names of the persons

and the non-English words used in the story.)

View Text Solution

1. Why was Sulekha called Bholi, the

simpleton?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_dd7fzxJcJHEu
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_SC0ZHmMnMDq2


2. Describe the family of Ramlal, the

Numberdar.

View Text Solution

3. Describe two accidents that had dis�gured

Bholi and made her a backward child.

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_SC0ZHmMnMDq2
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_tOehJ9I9h69L
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_kxnADCMnD1H9


4. Was Ramlal happy to send Bholi to school?

If not, why did he send her there?

View Text Solution

5. Why was Bholi frightened to go to school?

View Text Solution

6. What preparations were made to send Bholi

to school? When did she begin to think that

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_qSdrkacVc3Yj
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lItYp2CK6GrW
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Ji78aFu64FUK


school was a better place than her home?

View Text Solution

7. How was Bholi's �rst day at the school. Did

she enjoy it?

View Text Solution

8. How did the teacher help Bholi to

pronounce her name full and clearly?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Ji78aFu64FUK
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_RmPhQdZrMlC4
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zic1UdgK1IYo


9. What social attitudes are presented in the

story, 'Bholi'? How does Bholi's teacher help

her overcome these barriers?

View Text Solution

10. When and why did Bholi feel that her heart

wasthrobbing with a new hope and a new life?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zic1UdgK1IYo
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_VFhI72SwcjGG
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Tz4T17xoRcu2
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_QNx0guTgQYY4


11. Bholi was a neglected child. Explain.

View Text Solution

12. Was Ramlal happy with Bishamber's

proposal? What was the opinion of Bholi's

mother about this unequal match?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_QNx0guTgQYY4
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_aAATPom2tmto


13. Was Bishamber a suitable bridegroom for

Bholi? Give your opinion.

View Text Solution

14. Why didn't Bholi at �rst oppose the

proposal of the unequal match? Why did she

agree to it?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Xx4y3krMx5ed
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_KcXh2dPYRlFN


15. What preparations had Bishamber made on

the wedding day? What was the reaction of

Bholi's parents and elder sisters regarding the

celebrations?

View Text Solution

16. What happened when Bishamber took a

quick glance at his bride's face?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_CUwcIwaZEse5
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_5DtkBf3yOSZx
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_9J0P6jQDoyVH


17. How did Ramlal react to Bishamberly

demand of 5000 rupees to marry Bholi?

View Text Solution

18. Why did Bholi throw the wedding garland

into the �re? Or Why did Bholi refuse to

accept Bishamber as her husband when she

had agreed to his proposal earlier?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_9J0P6jQDoyVH
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_nyaV5rcJv39D
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_4aP14X8q1Vhp


19. How did Bholi react to the remarks of an

old woman who called her "a shameless girl”

and “a harmless dumbcow?"

View Text Solution

20. How did Ramlal react after the ceremony

ended with the departure of the bridegroom

alone?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_4aP14X8q1Vhp
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_gkMziyQRGwe7


21. A grieved father asked Bholi: “But what

about you? No one will ever marry you now,"

What was Bholi's reply to his grieved father?

Or What did Bholi tell her father about her

future plans when he was grieved at the break

up of the marriage?

View Text Solution

22. How did the teacher react to Bholi's wish

expressed in the end?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_cqIjigsFPRi7
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Q1Mr9nklNTgO


Additional Questions And Answers Long Answer

Type Questions

View Text Solution

1. Draw a character-sketch of Bholi in your own

words, highlighting her transformation from a

harmless 'dumb cow' to a fearless and

independent girl. Or Bholi was known to be a

'dumb cow'. How did she turn out to be an

out-spoken and fearless girl?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Q1Mr9nklNTgO
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_YasAZght2Fhl


2. Who was Bishamber Nath? Did Bholi do the

right thing to reject such a person? Or Give a

character sketch of Bishamber Nath.

View Text Solution

3. What kind of a treatment does Bholi get

from her parents? Does she deserve it?

Comment.

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_YasAZght2Fhl
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lIx5IrxFDJcZ
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_kx5KqV1VFzBe


4. Why did Bholi at �rst agree to marry a man

of her father's age? Bishamber limped and had

grown up children from his �rst wifc. Why did

Bholi reject such a bridegroom in the end?

View Text Solution

5. Narrate Bholi's �rst experience in the class.

How was she treated by her teacher?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_PHQ6I5VcHFEL
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_AMrRF7mhRgsl

