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THE HUNDRED DRESSES -II

Passages For Comprehesion

1. Miss Mason stood there a moment and the

silence in the room grew tense and expectant.

https://doubtnut.app.link/lkek2J5wfhb
https://doubtnut.app.link/MVcbJvrhfnb
https://doubtnut.app.link/MVcbJvrhfnb
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_ecHYs4dOOjar


The teacher adjusted her glasses slowly and

deliberately. Her manner indicated that what

was coming this letter from Wanda's father

was a matter of great importance. Everybody

listened closely as Miss Mason read the brief

note. 

Who was Miss Mason and why was she tense

and expectant?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_ecHYs4dOOjar


2. Miss Mason stood there a moment and the

silence in the room grew tense and expectant.

The teacher adjusted her glasses slowly and

deliberately. Her manner indicated that what

was coming this letter from Wanda's father

was a matter of great importance. Everybody

listened closely as Miss Mason read the brief

note. 

What was a matter of great importance?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_O8Z9fMZVgAfz
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_8D680FlS96FN


3. "I am sure that none of the boys and girls in

Room Thirteen would purposely and

deliberately hurt anyone's feelings because his

or her name happened to be a long, unfamiliar

one." "I prefer to think that what was said was

said in thoughtlessness. I know that all of you

feel the way I do, that this is a very

unfortunate thing to have happened

unfortunate and sad, both. And I want you all

to think about it." 

What did Miss Mason say about the conduct

of the students of Room Thirteen?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_8D680FlS96FN


4. "I am sure that none of the boys and girls in

Room Thirteen would purposely and

deliberately hurt anyone's feelings because his

or her name happened to be a long, unfamiliar

one." "I prefer to think that what was said was

said in thoughtlessness. I know that all of you

feel the way I do, that this is a very

unfortunate thing to have happened

unfortunate and sad, both. And I want you all

to think about it." 

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_8D680FlS96FN
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_RU1dvzhH4Ln3


What did Miss Mason want all the boys and

girls of Room Thirteen to realise and why?

View Text Solution

5. Goodness! Wasn't there anything she could

do? If only she could tell Wanda she hadn't

meant to hurt her feelings. She turned around

and stole a glance at Peggy, but Peggy did not

look up. She seemed to be studying hard. Well,

whether Peggy felt badly or not, she, Maddie,

had to do something. She had to �nd and a

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_RU1dvzhH4Ln3
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_OVMyT5k9xzyf


Petronski. Maybe she had not yet moved away.

Maybe Peggy would climb the Heights with

her, and they would tell Wanda she had won

the contest, that they thought she was smart

and the hundred dresses were beautiful. 

Who was 'she' and what did she want to tell

Wanda?

View Text Solution

6. Goodness! Wasn't there anything she could

do? If only she could tell Wanda she hadn't

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_OVMyT5k9xzyf
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_mjXwHubMFgUf


meant to hurt her feelings. She turned around

and stole a glance at Peggy, but Peggy did not

look up. She seemed to be studying hard. Well,

whether Peggy felt badly or not, she, Maddie,

had to do something. She had to �nd and a

Petronski. Maybe she had not yet moved away.

Maybe Peggy would climb the Heights with

her, and they would tell Wanda she had won

the contest, that they thought she was smart

and the hundred dresses were beautiful. 

Why did she decide to go to Boggins Heights

with Peggy?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_mjXwHubMFgUf


7. "Well, at least," said Peggy gru�ty, "I never

did call her a foreigner or make fun of her

name. I never thought she had the sense to

know we were making fun of her anyway. I

thought she was too dumb. And gee, look how

she can draw!" 

What attitude did Peggy adopt regarding

Wanda Petronski?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_mjXwHubMFgUf
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_9TWqLAhkuUKV
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_7qODj5UPGTXr


8. "Well, at least," said Peggy gru�ty, "I never

did call her a foreigner or make fun of her

name. I never thought she had the sense to

know we were making fun of her anyway. I

thought she was too dumb. And gee, look how

she can draw!" 

Do you agree with what is Peggy saying about

Wanda?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_7qODj5UPGTXr


9. Maddie could say nothing. All she hoped

was that they would �nd Wanda. She wanted

to tell her that they were sorry they had

picked on her, and how wonderful the whole

school thought she was, and please, not to

move away and everybody would be nice. She

and Peggy would �ght anybody who was not

nice. 

Why couldn't Maddie say anything?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_11RdWpSYiZ5I
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_JTaDtIt5wCEr


10. Maddie could say nothing. All she hoped

was that they would �nd Wanda. She wanted

to tell her that they were sorry they had

picked on her, and how wonderful the whole

school thought she was, and please, not to

move away and everybody would be nice. She

and Peggy would �ght anybody who was not

nice. 

How did Maddie want to assuage Wanda

Petronski?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_JTaDtIt5wCEr
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_c4hXhDIvAIrs


11. "Well, anyway," said Peggy, "she's gone now,

so what can we do? Besides, when I was asking

her about all her dresses, she probably was

getting good ideas for her drawings. She

might not even have won the contest,

otherwise." 

Is Peggy really hurt to know that Wanda

Petronski had left the place forever?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_c4hXhDIvAIrs


12. "Well, anyway," said Peggy, "she's gone now,

so what can we do? Besides, when I was asking

her about all her dresses, she probably was

getting good ideas for her drawings. She

might not even have won the contest,

otherwise." 

Why does Peggy think that Wanda might not

even have won the contest if she had not

asked her about her dresses?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lQnf6LSH2Hfu
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_EpJu2k7lcavM


13. Maddie turned this idea carefully over in

her head, for if there were anything in it she

would not have to feel so badly. But that night

she could not get to sleep. She thought about

Wanda and her faded blue dress and the little

house she had lived in. And she thought of the

glowing picture those hundred dresses made

all lined up in the classroom. At last Maddie

sat up in bed and pressed her forehead tight

in her hands and really thought. This was the

hardest thinking she had ever done. After a

long, long time, she reached an important

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_EpJu2k7lcavM


conclusion. 

Why couldn't Maddie get to sleep that night?

View Text Solution

14. Maddie turned this idea carefully over in

her head, for if there were anything in it she

would not have to feel so badly. But that night

she could not get to sleep. She thought about

Wanda and her faded blue dress and the little

house she had lived in. And she thought of the

glowing picture those hundred dresses made

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_EpJu2k7lcavM
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_EoTPuCUowT6T


all lined up in the classroom. At last Maddie

sat up in bed and pressed her forehead tight

in her hands and really thought. This was the

hardest thinking she had ever done. After a

long, long time, she reached an important

conclusion. 

What was the important conclusion that

Maddie reached to?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_EoTPuCUowT6T


15. She was never going to stand by and say

nothing again. If she ever heard anybody

picking on someone because they were funny

looking or because they had strange names,

she'd speak up. Even if it meant losing Peggy's

friendship. She had no way of making things

right with Wanda, but from now on she would

never make anybody else that unhappy again. 

What resolution did Maddie make?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_E0xs6HyRsxd1
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_olwvKnpHEPau


16. She was never going to stand by and say

nothing again. If she ever heard anybody

picking on someone because they were funny

looking or because they had strange names,

she'd speak up. Even if it meant losing Peggy's

friendship. She had no way of making things

right with Wanda, but from now on she would

never make anybody else that unhappy again. 

Could Maddie a�ord to lose Peggy's

friendship?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_olwvKnpHEPau
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_SJzR0Rpnkok0


17. Weeks went by and still Wanda did not

answer. Peggy had begun to forget the whole

business, and Maddie put herself to sleep at

night making speeches about Wanda,

defending her from great crowds of girls who

were trying to tease her with, "How many

dresses have you got?" And before Wanda

could press her lips together in a tight line,

the way she did before answering, Maddie

would cry out, “Stop!” Then everybody would

feel ashamed the way she used to feel 

What had Peggy begun to forget and why?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_SJzR0Rpnkok0


View Text Solution

18. Weeks went by and still Wanda did not

answer. Peggy had begun to forget the whole

business, and Maddie put herself to sleep at

night making speeches about Wanda,

defending her from great crowds of girls who

were trying to tease her with, "How many

dresses have you got?" And before Wanda

could press her lips together in a tight line,

the way she did before answering, Maddie

would cry out, “Stop!” Then everybody would

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_SJzR0Rpnkok0
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zcjFrlzfraXv


feel ashamed the way she used to feel 

How would Maddie imagine defending Wanda

Petronski from crowd of girls who were trying

to tease her with?

View Text Solution

19. "Boy!" said Peggy, this shows she really likes

us. It shows she got our letter and this is her

way of saying that everything's right and

that's that." "I hope so," said Maddie sadly. She

felt sad because she knew she would never see

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zcjFrlzfraXv
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_DEKtoSbFHND3


the little tight-lipped Polish girl again and

couldn't ever really make things right between

them. 

How does Peggy feel when Wanda Petronski

answers the letter?

View Text Solution

20. "Boy!" said Peggy, this shows she really likes

us. It shows she got our letter and this is her

way of saying that everything's right and

that's that." "I hope so," said Maddie sadly. She

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_DEKtoSbFHND3
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_mQb5OMlWSKPP


felt sad because she knew she would never see

the little tight-lipped Polish girl again and

couldn't ever really make things right between

them. 

How and why did Maddie think di�erently in

this matter?

View Text Solution

21. "Yes, she must have," agreed Maddie, and

she blinked away the tears that came every

time she thought of Wanda standing alone in

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_mQb5OMlWSKPP
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_ZdA1ndI8iQvk


that sunny spot in the school yard, looking

stolidly over at the group of laughing girls

after she had walked o�, after she had said,

"Sure, a hundred of them, all lined up." 

"Yes, she must have", agreed Maddie. Explain

the situation.

View Text Solution

22. "Yes, she must have," agreed Maddie, and

she blinked away the tears that came every

time she thought of Wanda standing alone in

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_ZdA1ndI8iQvk
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_y7RRiuceNP7T


Ncert Textbook Questions Solved

that sunny spot in the school yard, looking

stolidly over at the group of laughing girls

after she had walked o�, after she had said,

"Sure, a hundred of them, all lined up." 

Why did tears roll down Maddie's face when

she thought of Wanda Petronski?

View Text Solution

1. What did Mr. Petronski's letter say?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_y7RRiuceNP7T
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_WZmC8mB3YFST


View Text Solution

2. Is Miss Mason angry with the class, or is she

unhappy and upset?

View Text Solution

3. How does Maddie feel after listening to the

note from Wanda's father?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_WZmC8mB3YFST
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_88FudF0JQpSZ
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_4PdMbgKfFrHn
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rR8BmEou15CG


4. What does Maddie want to do?

View Text Solution

5. What excuses does Peggy think up for her

behaviour? Why?

View Text Solution

6. What are Maddie's thoughts as they go to

Boggins Heights?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rR8BmEou15CG
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_gI4DkVlUxWpb
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Y5rvtGXmtuOX


View Text Solution

7. Why does Wanda's house remind Maddie of

Wanda's blue dress?

View Text Solution

8. What does Maddie think hard about? What

important decision does she come to?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Y5rvtGXmtuOX
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_PC3K0drGXU95
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_ergrkyM2HejU


9. What did the girls write to Wanda?

View Text Solution

10. Did they get a reply? Who was more

anxious for a reply, Peggy or Maddie? How do

you know?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_jH3kvN1KR6rB
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_byYwVoZW6DgX


11. How did the girls know that Wanda liked

them even though they had teased her?

View Text Solution

12. Why do you think Wanda's family moved to

a di�erent city? Do you think life there was

going to be di�erent for their family?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_UEtSRBWPdFLw
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_PLvlObM08WnT


13. Maddie thought her silence was as bad as

Peggy's teasing. Was she right?

View Text Solution

14. Peggy says, "I never thought she had the

sense to know we were making fun of her

anyway. I thought she was too dumb. And gee,

look how she can draw!" What led Peggy to

believe that Wanda was dumb? Did she

change her opinion later?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_TA50Tq3N20pP
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_4Z7qHVy3S8ZH


View Text Solution

15. What important decision did Maddie make?

Why did she have to think hard to do so?

View Text Solution

16. Why do you think Wanda gave Maddie and

Peggy the drawings of the dresses? Why are

they surprised?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_4Z7qHVy3S8ZH
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_JGNnKgmTeAvt
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_D2FCq8hqgxuQ


17. Do you think Wanda really thought the girls

were teasing her? Why or why not?

View Text Solution

18. I. Here are thirty adjectives describing

human qualities. Discuss them with your

partner and put them in the two word webs

(given below) according to whether you think

they show positive or negative qualities. You

can consult a dictionary if you are not sure of

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_HJHsrq9VtT67
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lm8pxWrcGP2s


the meanings of some of the words. You may

also add to the list the positive or negative

pair of a given word. 

View Text Solution

19. II. What adjectives can we use to describe

Peggy, Wanda and Maddie? You can choose

adjectives from the list above.

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lm8pxWrcGP2s
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lwWVLCuDtBYm


20. Find the sentences in the story with the

following phrasal verbs. 

lined up , thought up , took o� , stood by

View Text Solution

21. Look up these phrasal verbs in a dictionary

to �nd out if they can be used in some other

way. (Look at the entries for line, think, take

and stand in the dictionary). Find out what

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_lwWVLCuDtBYm
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_YqwnWjzLWyJR
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_SdmpekLGv5bG


other prepositions can go with these verbs.

What does each of these phrasal verbs mean? 

1. 1. Lined up: All the players lined up for the

national anthem. (Formed a queue) 

2. Thought up: All these inventions have been

thought up by the great scientists (creation) 

3. Took o�: The aeroplane took o� at 8 am.

(�ew) 

4. Stood by: The whole party stands by the

Prime Minister. (supports)

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_SdmpekLGv5bG
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_yztGwCeSdSd8


22. Use at least �ve such phrasal verbs in

sentences of your own.

View Text Solution

23. IV. Colours are used to describe feelings,

moods and emotions. Match the following

colour expressions with a suggested

paraphrase. 

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_yztGwCeSdSd8
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_byO5NP4KLTAi


  

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_byO5NP4KLTAi


24. Role Play 

The story of Wanda Petronski presents many

characters engaged in many kinds of

behaviour (teasing, playing, sitting in class...).

Form groups. Choose an episode or episodes

from the story. Assign roles to each member of

the group from that episode, and try to act it

out like a play, using the words in the story.

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_byO5NP4KLTAi
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_IWZbcUD7tJIe


25. Writing 

1. Look again at the letter which Wanda's

father writes to Miss Mason, Wanda's teacher.

Mr. Petronski is not quite aware how to write a

formal letter in English. Can you rewrite it

more appropriately? Discuss the following

with your partner before you do so. 

The format of a formal letter : How to begin

the letter and how to end it, the language of

the letter needs to be formal (Avoid informal

words like holler and fragments like No more

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_mVMZ0zFYUasn


ask way funny name. ) Write complete

sentences.

View Text Solution

26. Are you interested in drawing and

painting? Ritu Kumar, one of India's best

known dress designers, has no formal training

in designing. She started by sketching ideas

for her own dresses, and getting them

stitched by a tailor. Ritu's friends liked her

dresses so much that they asked her to design

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_mVMZ0zFYUasn
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rtRTuGut2rly


clothes for them, and even paid her for it! 

Imagine you are going to make a career out of

your hobby. What sort of things will you need

to learn? Write a paragraph or two on this

topic after consulting an xpert or doing

reference work on your chosen area.

View Text Solution

27. Rewrite a part of the story as if Wanda is

telling us her own story.

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rtRTuGut2rly
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_JW5ww9NeTNrm


Additional Questions Solved

1. What did Miss Mason receive from

Principal's o�ce? Why did she read it several

times thoughtfully?

View Text Solution

2. Who sent that letter and why?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_JW5ww9NeTNrm
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rLLxj12wZnQn
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_pB2LczmJlVBq


3. Why did Miss Mason call it an "unfortunate

and sad'thing to happen?

View Text Solution

4. Why did Maddie have a very sick feeling in

the bottom of her stomach?

View Text Solution

5. What did Maddie want to tell Wanda?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_pB2LczmJlVBq
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_5T3D5qaJw7q1
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_cuGDabYKMeQP
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_qKIHmwpyL9Wb


View Text Solution

6. How did Peggy try to defend herself by

making excuses?

View Text Solution

7. How did Peggy and Maddie know that the

Petronskis were gone?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_qKIHmwpyL9Wb
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_QGjfetwblVDb
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_N46Z0bxe4058
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_CbA4e8xYDsv4


8. What did Wanda's shabby but clean house

remind Maddie?

View Text Solution

9. What was the hardest thinking that Maddie

had done and what was the result?

View Text Solution

10. What did Wanda write in her letter?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_CbA4e8xYDsv4
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_TuOQJk2Sysn2
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_51yYW6AXSNMU


View Text Solution

11. How did Peggy and Maddie interpret and

react to Wanda's letter?

View Text Solution

12. Why tears blurred Maddie's eyes when she

studied intently the drawing of the green

dress drawn by Wanda?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_51yYW6AXSNMU
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_1HH1ql752eij
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_ukxLHWCpOpON


13. How would you compare and contrast

Peggy and Maddie?

View Text Solution

14. What did Maddie and Peggy notice on the

designs, prepared by Wanda?

View Text Solution

15. What did the girls know at last?

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_F386ppzgqvOa
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_57yb3ZSZDbK2
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Qjlc04jDLl1d


View Text Solution

16. Why couldn't Maddie sleep that night when

she returned from Boggins Heights?

View Text Solution

17. Why did Maddie write a note to Peggy and

then tore it?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_Qjlc04jDLl1d
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_nxldplCVYBYE
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_W125Y3EwCAOc
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rBOt1lm2SpTV


Additional Questions Solved Long Answer Type

Questions

18. What was Miss Mason's reaction after

getting Mr. Petronski's letter?

View Text Solution

1. Peggy was not really cruel but de�nitely

insensitive to human feelings and a little

arrogant too. Maddie on the other hand, was

very sensitive and delicate but timid and

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_rBOt1lm2SpTV
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_JXP8uck3rBaJ


lacked courage to stand up against injustice.

Compare and contrast the two girls.

View Text Solution

2. Why did Wanda's father Mr. Jan Petronski

write a letter to Miss Mason? What e�ect did

it leave on the teacher, Peggy and Maddie?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_JXP8uck3rBaJ
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_2JcDeBnx8ZoT


3. How does Wanda Petronski's letter to Miss

Mason reveal Wanda's real character?

View Text Solution

4. How did Maddie and Peggy react when they

received the sketches gifted by Wanda

Petronski?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_fBgYvwXqO7hB
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_xZ6kQQVRLhLk


5. Why did Peggy and Maddie feel that Wanda

must have really liked them?

View Text Solution

6. Give a brief character-sketch of Maddie

highlighting her limitations and timidity to

speak up against injustice meted out to

Wanda Petronski by her closest friend, Peggy.

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_WuopmYAO4NPP
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_b5Br1eF1UUih
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zGVYqjNUSZjP


7. Attempt a brief character-sketch of the

teacher, Miss Mason, highlighting her

understanding and sensitiveness to human

issues, particularly related to her students.

View Text Solution

8. How did Peggy and Maddie realise Wanda's

feelings that she liked them?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_zGVYqjNUSZjP
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_6FHsh1C9jStO
https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_m7QJUlA8dEB9


9. What did Maddie and Peggy decide to do

after hearing the letter?

View Text Solution

https://dl.doubtnut.com/l/_m7QJUlA8dEB9

